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Document No. 78*
[Lope de Vega Portocarrero to the Grown, Santo Domingo,
June 15, 1591]
(p. i)                                Sire
Some twelve days ago I reported to Your Majesty upon the state
of affairs here, civil and military, and that this fleet has been de-
tained in port by news of enemies. This delay seeming prolonged I
determined (eight days ago) that it should leave. The flagship and
another went out before dawn and when day broke five large
English ships were seen off this harbour. They chased the flagship
and the other vessel, firing upon them with their artillery, and
would have taken them had not the galley gone to their relief. The
shore artillery and forces here encouraged them and so they escaped.
Since then these enemy ships have remained in sight of the port
and others have joined them. In view of this it has finally been
decided that this fleet shall proceed direct to Cartagena, for this is
the safest course although the longer by some days. The galley will
escort the fleet well out to sea.
Corsairs have been more numerous than usual this year. In the
last fifteen days more than twenty sail have passed here or along the
north coast. Five ships arrived at La Yaguana, which is on the north
shore of this island, and there took four which were lading.
Yesterday a Portuguese fled to the English ships and this has
worried me because of the information he will have furnished them
concerning the fleet. He was a seaman and will have told them of
the course to be followed. Last year another one did the same thing
and the enemy took three vessels of the fleet.2
There is nothing more to report. Our Lord preserve Your
Majesty through the years as Christianity has need.
Santo Domingo, June 15,1591.
Lope de Vega Portocarrero (Rubric).
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